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A Beacon of Hope



Total Budget

The Rest 
of Iraq

Kurdistan 

$2.5 
B

$2.5 
B

Source: The Lancet



Is There a WAW in Kurdish?



Science Won WWII
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Kids and Water

With Access
35%

Without Access
65%

Children with Access to Safe Water

Source: The Lancet
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Cholera in Iraq
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Female Genital Mutilation 

Source: WADI



Female Genital Mutilation

Source: WADI



Female Genital Mutilation

Source: WADI



{ƘŜŜƭŀƴΩǎCircumcision

Source: Washington Post



Determinants of Health
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Social Determinants of Health

Unequal 
Distribution 

of Health

Bad Politics

Unfair 
Economic 

Arrangements

Poor Social 
Policies & 
Programs

World Health Organization. Commission on Social Determinants of Health FINAL REPORT



Health Outcomes

Less More 



Domains for Action

Political Voice

(Participation in 
Decision Making) 

Material Requisite 

Psychosocial

(Control over Lives) 



20 Violations against Journalists in the last two 
Months Alone

Source: Awene



The building is a purpose built 7000sqm facility provided by the Kurdistan 
Regional Government



Break the Chains on Science



Drivers of Health Inequity 
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World Health Organization. Commission on Social Determinants of Health FINAL REPORT



What to Do Now 
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The Way Forward 
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Principle Policy Actions 

Improve the 
Conditions 
of Daily Life

Develop a Workforce that is 
Trained in Social Determinants 

of health, and raise public 
awareness about the Social 

Determinants of health

Tackle the 
Inequitable 

Distribution of 
Power, Money, 
and Resources



Decentralization
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Kurdistan 

Shiites Sunnis 



Health in Social Justice
aŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ

The Quality of Population 
Health 

How Fairly Health is 
Distributed 

The Degree of Protection 
Provided Against Ill-Health

World Health Organization. Commission on Social Determinants of Health FINAL REPORT



The US & Health in Iraq
Health 

Infrastructure
1%

Others
99%

Reconstruction Money $50B

Source: The Lancet



US Advise!
10 

Health 
Advisors

243 
Total 

Advisors

Source: The Lancet 


